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Date of birth 20 June 1962
Nationality German and Swiss
Affiliations Institute of Plant Sciences, University of Bern

Altenbergrain 21, 3013 Bern, Switzerland
Phone +41 31 631 4943, Secretary 4911, Fax 4942

E-mail markus.fischer@ips.unibe.ch

Google Scholar: IXhKkcAAAAA)&hl=en

Publons: https://publons.com/researcher/2879186/markus-fischer/
Education

1996 — 2001 Venia legendi in Environmental Sciences, University of Zurich; Switzerland
1993 — 1996 PhD in Botany, Institute of Botany, University of Basel, Switzerland

1990 — 1992 Studies and BSc in Biology, University of Basel, Switzerland

1982 — 1989 Studies and MSc Diploma in Physics, Technical University Munich, Germany

Academic positions, professional experience

Since 2007 Full Professor of Plant Ecology, Institute of Plant Sciences, University of Bern and (since
2010)
Director of the Botanical Garden of the University of Bern
Since 2012 Director, since 2019 Vice-Director, Institute of Plant Sciences, University of Bern
Since 2012 Guest researcher, Senckenberg Biodiversity and Climate Institute, Frankfurt, Germany
2008 — 2011 Head, Biology Department, University of Bern
2007 - 2012 Professor at the University of Potsdam, Germany
2003 - 2007 Full Professor of Botany and Community Ecology, Institute of Biochemistry and Biology, and

Director of the Botanical Garden, University of Potsdam

1996 — 2003 Main Assistant, Institute of Environmental Sciences, Univ. of Zurich, Switzerland 1993 — 1996
Research Associate, Botanical Institute, University of Basel, Switzerland

1990 Research Associate, Dept. of Mechanical Engineering, Univ. of Maryland, College Park, U.S.A.

Scientific expertise

Markus Fischer, Professor of Plant Ecology at the University of Bern, has a long-standing interest and expertise
in biodiversity research, in collaborative research, and in linking science and society/policy (see
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=IXhKkcAAAAAJ&hl=en). His scientific track record covers a very broad

scope of biodiversity and ecosystem process/service issues. He is highly visible internationally, e.g. as Highly Cited
Researcher 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, and he has an excellent international collaboration network. He pursues
research projects in Europe, America, Africa and Asia.

Selected research activities (of the last 5 years)

2018 - 2021 Mountain biodiversity and the Sustainable Development Goals: Knowledge for synergistic

action
(Swiss National Science Foundation)

2015 -2021 Global Mountain Biodiversity Assessment (Swiss Academy of Natural Sciences)

2012 -2021 Ex-situ conservation and reintroduction of highly endangered plant species (Swiss Federal
Office of the Environment)

2006 - 2026 Large-scale and long-term exploratories for functional biodiversity research (DFG priority
program, speaker)
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2010 -2019 The Mechanisms underlying plant community productivity, stability and assembly in the Jena
Experiment (within research unit 456, DFG; involved since 2005)

2010-2019 Plant diversity and performance: communities, populations, ecological genetics (with Andreas
Hemp, within DFG research unit KiLi at Kilimanjaro, Tanzania)

2010-2015 The role of pollinator diversity for plant genetic diversity (part of STEP (Status of European
Pollinators), a framework 7 consortium on pollinator biodiversity funded by EU)

2010-2015 The role of biodiversity for multiple ecosystem processes (part of FUNDIV, a framework 7
consortium on forest biodiversity funded by EU)

Prizes and awards
2016,17,18,19  Highly Cited Researcher (Clarivate Analytics)

1998 John L. Harper Young Investigator’s Prize, British Ecological Society

Committees and memberships (selection)

Since 2018 Chair, Permanent Senate Commission on Fundamental Issues of Biological Diversity of the
German Science Foundation DFG

2015-2018 Co-chair, IPBES Regional assessment on biodiversity and ecosystem services for Europe and
Central Asia (ECA), and host of the ECA Technical Support Unit

Since 2018 Member, Multidisciplinary Expert Panel of IPBES

2017 Co-chair of Future Earth committee of the Swiss Academy of Natural Sciences

Since 2015 Chair, Global Mountain Biodiversity Assessment

Since 2013 Scientific head, Alpine Botanical Garden Schynige Platte, Switzerland

Since 2012 Member of Swiss Delegation at IPBES plenaries, IPBES expert group meetings on conceptual

framework, scoping of regional assessment and global IPBES assessments

Since 2012 Member, National Research Council, Swiss National Science Foundation 2011 — 2018
President, Science-Policy Forum Biodiversity, Swiss Academy of Natural Sciences

2009 - 2017 Vice—Chair and from 2015 Chair of the Senate Commission on Biodiversity Research of the
German Science Foundation DFG

Since 2006 Speaker, Exploratories for Long-term and Large-scale Biodiversity Research

Editorial Boards

Since 2011 Editorial board of Alpine Botany

Since 2009 Editorial board of Biological Conservation (2009-2011 also Editor (Plants, Europe and Africa))
Since 2009 Editorial board of Journal of Plant Ecology

2002 - 2018 Editorial board of Basic and Applied Ecology

Since 1999 Reviews of grant proposals submitted to British (NERC), Austrian (FWF), Swiss (SNF), German (DFG),
Swedish (FORMAS), Belgian (FWO), Dutch (NWO), US American (NSF) and regional Science Foundations

Graduate Advisory Experience
>50 supervised diploma/masters and PhD students 5 Fischer lab alumni are now professors

Organisation of conferences
Since 1998 organisation and co-organisation of >50 conferences and conference symposia, including 16
assemblies of the Biodiversity Exploratories and 3 IPBES author meetings each with ~150 participants.
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Publication statistics
Google Scholar statistics, accessed 30 November 2019: Sum of the times cited: 19808 (h index: 72)
Publons: accessed 30 November 2019: 259 IS|-listed publications; 13223 citations (h index: 58)
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Awad, A., Majcherczyk, A., Schall, P., Schroéter, K., Schoning, 1., Schrumpf, M., Ehbrecht, M., Boch, S., Kahl, T., Bauhus, J., Seidel, D., Ammer, C., Fischer, M.,
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